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Aims: To raise the standard of reading in all year 

groups (measurable by Star Reader Tests & Progress in 

Reading Assessments). 

To promote reading for pleasure and ensure 

assessments reflect the childrens’ love of reading. 

 

Date:  September 2018  
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Phonics  
• We use the Letters and sounds programme.  

• Whole class teaching of phonics happens in Early Years and Key stage one  

• Our phonics lesson uses the 5 part structure revisit, teach new, practise, apply and 

assess. We use the strategy "Look. Hear, Say then write. 

• All adults will be clear role models for using pure phonics sounds.  

• Our phonics lessons involve application of reading and writing which is clearly 

modelled.  They read sentences which involves an element of comprehension. They 

will then write a dictated sentence to apply their writing skills.  

• Most phonics teaching is done as a whole class with smaller focus intervention groups 

for supporting children who not achieving the phonics expectation for their age. 

Intervention groups for phonics are run in a flexible and fluid way.  

• Children’s phonics is assessed through their reading, phonics assessment and their 

year one phonics screening assessments. Any child needing further time to learn all of 

the sounds will be given specific, targeted support throughout Yr2 and retested in 

June  

• We have phonics displays and sound mats so children can refer to sounds taught 

throughout their learning day. 

 

 

Skill development  
Skill Development 

All pupils must read and discuss a range of texts, developing ideas and challenging viewpoints. 

Years 1 & 2: 

1. Phonics and decoding development (see the National Curriculum). 
2. Vocabulary and language development, using the text (making inferences and 

understanding). 
3. Understanding and summarising the text. 
4. Retell stories. 
5. Sequence events. 
6. Recall and retrieve information. 
7. Predicting what might happen or what might be said. 
8. Inferences of what is being said and done. 

 

Year 3 upwards: 

1. Explain the meaning of vocabulary in the text.  
2. Retrieve and record information from the text. 
3. Summarising and sequencing ideas. 
4. Predicting what might happen and why. 



 
 

3 
 

5. Drawing inferences of: feelings, thoughts, motives of characters from actions and justify 
inferences using the text. 

6. Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. 
7. Understand an age appropriate text, including asking about the text to develop inference. 

 

Further Challenge/ Year 5 upwards: 

All the above, plus: 

• Evaluate the author’s use of language, considering the impact on the reader. 

• Retrieve and distinguish between fact and statement. 

• Provide reasoned justifications for their views using the text. 
 

VIPERS 
 

To ensure the children are familiar with the skills needed in their reading we use the saying ‘VIPERS’ 

to help them remember the different skills they need. 

V- Vocabulary 

I-Inference  

P- Predict 

E- Explain 

R – Retrieve 

S- Sequence/summarise  

 

Each year group will be focusing on the same skill in the same term and then will move on so each skill 

is covered across the academic year.  

We will focus on a child understanding what their reading means, moving on to retrieving from their 

reading and finally inferring, predicting, explaining, sequencing and summarising.  

Whole School – Reading Speed Development  

• All classes dedicate the first 5 minutes of each reading lesson to improving the speed. This 
can also be improved in all lessons by reading texts and questions together.  

• Teachers model strategies, for example: how to read punctuation, strategies to ‘glance 
ahead’ and strategies to decode and infer meaning of unknown words or phrases.  

• By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils should be able to read 90 words per minute.  

• By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils should be able to read 120 words per minute.  

• This is assessed by using the PiXL test papers extracts (see resources). For Year 1 it is 
assessed using a turquoise banded book. 

• Pupils are formally assessed at the start of the year and at the end of each half term. 

• Tracking for this is saved in the assessment file for each year group. 
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Vocabulary development 
Whole School – Vocabulary Development  

• Each class have a Vocabulary Wall to share and develop age appropriate and topic relevant 
vocabulary. 

• Every lesson across the curriculum features 4 or more key words to share with the children 
and prepare them for their learning using visual prompts. These words can be unpicked by 
breaking the words down, looking at synonyms and anonyms, drawing pictures and applying 
in a sentence. These words should be added to the class word wall for oral prompts and for 
pupils to use and apply in their work. 

• EAL pupils should be pre-prepared with vocabulary relevant to the topic or learning 
objective. 

• We use The rising star Vocabulary programme to give us a suggestion of a range of different 
vocabulary ideas and activities. We use these ideas as vocabulary starters for writing or 
reading sessions.  

 

 

 

 

The reading lesson 
 

Structure of Reading Sessions 

• Reading is taught through whole class shared reading sessions followed by group work 
where the teacher and Learning Support Assistant work with focus groups.  

• A high quality and high level text is shared with the class. The text should challenge all pupils 
and give them access to a text at their age level expectation.  

• The first part of each reading session is focussed on teaching and modelling strategies to 
improve speed and fluency.  The children should be given time to read the text aloud and in 
lower years the teacher may model reading aloud also. There is also time given to identify 
meanings of difficult words and discussions about the vocabulary can take place then.  

• The children and teacher together identify the skill that is being developed. There will then 
be opportunities for the teacher to model using the skill and the children answering 
questions that involve the chosen skill.  

• The children will then have chance to apply what they have learnt in the shared reading 
session into independent differentiated activities.  

• The teacher and LSA will work with focus groups supporting and moving their learning on. 
The activities may involve working on an extract or using a real book.  

• All groups must be planned for and all activities must link to a reading skill and challenge the 
pupils. Work must be completed in Reading books.  

• Expectations for presentation and standard of work must be very high – we must challenge 
the pupils to interpret the text in different ways. 

• Plan the week of reading teaching using a planning proforma. 
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Question stems  
 

To plan your questions using in your shared reading sessions here is a bank of question stems which 

can be used. These questions are from SATs style questions.  

 

Question stems to support the planning, teaching and learning of each content domain for 

reading:  

 

2a Give/explain the meaning of words in a context 

➢ Find and copy one word meaning… 
➢ Look at the paragraph beginning…Find and copy one word meaning… 
➢ In the sentence/paragraph which word most closely matches the meaning of the word… (can 

be multiple choice) 
➢ Find and copy a word/group of words that suggest that… 
➢ Circle the correct option to complete the/each sentence below… 
➢ Look at the paragraph… what does the word…suggest about… 
➢ Find and copy one word/group of words that tells you… 
➢ What does the word…suggest about… 
➢ Give the meaning of the word…in this sentence. 
➢ What does…mean? (can be multiple choice)  
➢ What does the word… tell you about… 
➢ Find and copy…different words that show… 
➢ Choose the best words to match the description above. Circle your choice.  

 

2b Retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.  

➢ Write down one/two/three things that you are told about the… 
➢ Which one of these drawings best represents… 
➢ What did…have to do in order to… 
➢ What was revealed at the end of the poem/story? (can be multiple choice) 
➢ Using information from the text indicate whether the following statements are true or 

false… 
➢ Circle the correct option to complete the/each sentence below… 
➢ What helped…to get…? 
➢ Look at the paragraph beginning…give one/two reasons why… 
➢ Why were…not always…? 
➢ How would you get from…to…? 
➢ According to the text what could you do on… ? Give two examples.  
➢ Look at the paragraph/text box. Complete the table below… 
➢ Tick true or false in the following table… 
➢ What does the… do to frighten the…? 
➢ How does the … behave when…? 
➢ What conclusion does…draw from this/…? 
➢ What event made…want to/do…?  
➢ What hardship did…face? How did they deal with it? 
➢ In what year did… 
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➢ How long did… 
➢ Who/What/Where/Why/How/When… 

 

2c Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

➢ Below are some summaries of different paragraphs from the text, number them to show the 
order in which they appear in the text.  

➢ What is the main message of the poem/story?  
➢ Using information from the whole text, tick one box in each row to show whether each 

statement is true or false.   
➢ Which of the following would be the most suitable summary of the whole text? 

 

2d Make inference from the text, explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text 

➢ How can you tell that...was keen to get to the… ? 
➢ Look at the paragraph beginning… to the paragraph ending…What impressions of the … do 

you get from these paragraphs?  
➢ Look at the paragraph beginning… why did …find it difficult to … ? 
➢ Look at the paragraph beginning…how do you know that… wanted to keep…a secret?  
➢ What evidence is there of … being determined/stubborn/defiant in the way he/she/they 

behaved towards… 
➢ Explain what this description suggests about… 
➢ What evidence in the text is there that….can be dangerous? Give two examples.  
➢ Why did … feel …?  
➢ In what ways might…character appeal to many readers? Explain fully referring to the text in 

your answer.  
➢ According to the text, how did the…help to change the opinion of… 
➢ How do you think … felt when (or about) …?  
➢ What do you think…was thinking?  
➢ What kind of person do you think…was? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  
➢ Explain how…felt about… 
➢ How do these words make the reader feel about… ? 
➢ How does the first paragraph suggest that the characters are… ? 
➢ How can you tell that…is an expert on … ?  
➢ In what way does… think that … is?  
➢ Put a tick in the correct box to show whether each of the following statements is a fact or an 

opinion.  
➢ What was unusual for….on …?  
➢ Choose the best words to match the description. Circle both of your choices.  
➢ How is the…made to seem…?  
➢ What does this paragraph tell you about…character?  

 

2e Predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

➢ Do you think that … will change his/her/their behaviour in the future… Explain why using 
evidence from the text.  

➢ Based on what you have read, what does the last paragraph suggest might happen next/to 
the…?   Use evidence from this paragraph/the text to support your prediction 

➢ What do you think…would say to… about? Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer.  
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2f Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 

whole 

➢ Draw lines to match each part of the story with the correct quotation from the text. 
Setting/past events/action/lesson/suspense/character etc.  

➢ Find and copy a group of words where … mood changes.  
➢ What impact does … change in mood/feeling have on the text as a whole?  
➢ The characters have different opinions of each other throughout the text. Find and copy  a 

group of words which explain … opinion of… .  
➢ Draw lines to match each section to its main content. 

 

2g Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases 

➢ Why did the author use/choose this word? 
➢ Explain why the word…has been used 
➢ Why does the writer compare….to….? 
➢ Why did the author use this simile? 
➢ What adjectives/similes/personification/noun phrases has the author used to describe…? 

What effect does this have on the reader?  
➢ How does...help you to understand…? 
➢ How do the words create a feeling of…? 
➢ What do phrases like…tell us? 
➢ What impression of the… does this word/phrase give us?  
➢ What does this description tell us about… 

 

2h Make comparisons within the text  

➢ The mood/relationships/opinions of the characters change throughout the text. How do 
they change?  

➢ How does…feel about … compared to the beginning of the text?  
 

 

Resources  
 

Resources for teaching reading comprehension 

 

- PIXL – has a range of ‘therapies’ which focus on the different skills and then lead on to show 

me tasks which assess the children’s understanding. These can be used as whole class 

teaching or in small groups.  

- Test base – has a range of SATS style texts and questions which can be adapted and used 

throughout the year.  

- Twinkl – has a range of topic related and interesting texts and questions which can again be 

adapated. The 60 seconds reads are particularly good for improving reading speed.  
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Reading for pleasure  
 

From Year 2 up the children use a programme called accelerated reader. This involves the children 

taking a star test which gives them a number range to choose texts from. They have opportunities in 

the school day and at home to read these books. They then do quizzes about the books which 

assesses their comprehension skills. These books are not from a scheme but involve real life, 

respected authors’ texts which promotes a love of reading.  

 

 

Home Readers  
 

• Reading records should be given to each pupil and guidance shared with parents/carers 
about expectations for reading at home.  

• Parents/carers should read with pupils 3-7 times a week.  

• Parent/carer comments should be acknowledged every two weeks by the teacher or LSA. 
 

 

Assessment  
 

• Assessments used to measure success: 

• Star Reader (half-termly) 

• PIXL tests/ PIRA and PUMA (half-termly) 

• Teacher Assessment against interim frameworks (informed by the above) 

• Practice SATs/test base questions  

 

 

 

 

 


